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48.2%
Our “why”

• Bolster enrollment and success 
of postsecondary institutions

• Reduce the cost of state’s social 
safety net programs 

• Increase tax revenues
• Lift Michiganders out of 

poverty and help them thrive!
adults in Michigan lack postsecondary credentials

Lumina Foundation: A Stronger Nation report









What do we know about our 
adult learners?



Michigan Adult Population by Age Group

● Michigan’s core working-age 
population (25–39) is shifting, 
with growth in the early 30s offset 
by declines in the late 20s.

● Older working-age cohorts 
(45–59) are steadily declining, 
signaling longer-term constraints 
on the adult learner pipeline.

● Near-term population stability 
masks meaningful age-cohort 
churn that affects who institutions 
can realistically serve.



Undergraduate Headcount by Age

● Undergraduate enrollment among 
adults has declined across nearly 
all age groups since 2011.

● Declines are most pronounced 
among adults ages 25–39, 
historically the largest adult learner 
cohorts.

● Female enrollment remains higher 
than male enrollment, but both 
have trended downward over time.

● Recent stabilization does not offset 
the longer-term contraction in adult 
undergraduate participation.



Age Distribution by Year and Gender
● Adult undergraduate enrollment is 

increasingly concentrated among 
younger adults (ages 25–34), for 
both women and men.

● Older adult age groups (40+) now 
make up a smaller share of total 
adult enrollment than a decade ago.

● Despite overall enrollment declines, 
the age composition of adult 
learners has shifted toward the 
youngest adult cohorts rather than 
older returners.



Barriers Adult Learners Face
• Personal Responsibilities
• Work Obligations
• Belonging & Confidence
• Navigating Higher Ed
• Access & Awareness of Support
• Financial
• Academic
• Mental Health
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CollegeAPP Prospects for Michigan



Furthering the data on Adult Learners in MI

1.96M Michigan Adults (age 18+) have a high intent to enroll in 
education or training within the next 2 years. 
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Focusing on High Intent Learners with SCND or Less

1.67M Michigan Adults (age 18+) with High Intent and 
Less than a Bachelor’s Degree



Understanding Motivations and Obstacles
of High Intent Adult Learners with SCND or Less



Focusing on High Intent Learners with SCND or Less

1.67M Michigan Adults (age 18+) with High Intent and 
Less than a Bachelor’s Degree



New to Michigan

Over 240,000 High Intent Adults (18+) with SCND or less 
have moved into Michigan within the past two years

24.5% are between 25 and 29 years old

Highest program area of interest: Health Care
(Followed by Skilled Trades and IT/Cyber)



Questions?
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